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INSIDE  N.l. 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

February  1979  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  April 
1,  1979,  their  membership  will  become  effective  that  date. 

(MT  = Mail  Trader) 

1480- MT  Jerry  Roberts,  157  Shull  Ave.,  Gahanna,  Ohio  43230 

(Oriental  Cast  Coinage,  Chinese  & Japanese  Paper) 

1481- MT  Bob  Phipps,  P.  0.  Box  3081,  Midland,  Texas  79702 

(China:  Coins,  Stamps  & Paper  Money) 

1482- MT  Arthur  Tom,  3450  SE  3 Lakes  Rd.,  Albany,  Ore.  97321 

(Oriental  Cash,  Ancient,  Medieval,  General  Foreign) 

1483- MT  Stephen  Warren,  5 Ermine  Close,  Roysten,  Herts.  SG8  5EE,  England 

(Copper  Coins  of  Europe  & Latin  America) 

1484- MT  J.  C.  F.  Gray,  3180  West  43rd  Ave.,  Vancouver,  B.C.  V6N  3J5 

(Tanquebar,  English,  French  & Dutch  EIC) 

1485- MT  Norman  E.  Huhn,  1000  N.  Payne  St.,  New  Ulm,  Minn.  56073 

(Gt . Britain  1/2  Penny,  1/2  Crown,  Canada  Silver  Dollars) 

1 1486  Emil  Grigger,  2611  Montclare  Drive,  Wilmington,  Del.  19808 
(Coins  of  Czechoslovakia) 

1487- MT  Lt.  Darrel  J.  Doll,  HHC  1st  Bn  7th  Inf,  APO  New  York  09162 

(German  Coins  & Medals) 

1488- MT  Claude  Amsellem,  Box  666,  Rye,  N.  Y.  15080 

(Dealer  in  Classical  Greek  Silver,  French  Ecus) 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Before  I begin  my  monthly  report  I would  like  to  pay  tribute  to 
Mrs.  Geneva  R.  Karlson  who  is  retiring  from  her  post  as  Head  Librarian 
for  the  American  Numismatic  Assn.  (ANA) . She  guided  the  ANA  Library 
into  the  computerized  20th  Century  without  losing  that  personal  touch 
which  is  the  hallmark  of  an  outstanding  librarian.  During  my  years  in 
numismatic  research  she  was  always  helpful  and,  as  NI's  Librarian  I 
have  liberally  copied  her  ideas  when  setting  up  our  own  program.  She 
has  been  one  of  ANA's  best  representatives  to  a very  important  portion 
of  the  numismatic  world  - the  researcher. 

II.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  members  who  have  donated 
material  to  the  NI  Library.  With  the  exception  of  titles  preceded  by 
the  letters  "ne"  (representing  different  editions  of  books  already  on 
the  shelves)  all  other  entries  shown  are  new  to  our  collection. 

Howard  A.  Daniel  III 

ne  U.S.  GOVERNMENT  PRINTING  OFFICE.  Annual  Report  of  the  Director 
of  the  Mint  for  the  Fiscal  Year  Ending  June  30,  1974.  Pub. 
1974,  265pp,  illus.  The  illustration  of  coins  is  something 
new  to  this  annual  publication. 

COIN  WORLD.  Guide  to  Coins.  Pub.  1974,  112pp,  illus. 

James  Lorah 

ALMANZAR,  AL . & SEPPA,  DALE  A.  The  Coins  of  Peru,  1822-1972. 
Pub.  1972,  83pp , illus. 

CUMMINGS,  MICHAEL  L.  Modern  Japanese  Coinage,  1870  to  date. 

Pub.  1975,  112pp,  illus. 

DEMEY,  JEAN  & PAUWELS,  G.  Die  Munten  van  Belgie,  1790-1975. 

Pub.  1975,  79pp,  illus. 

SIEG , FROVIN.  Mfntkatalog  1974,  Norden.  Danmark,  Dansk  Vest- 
endien,  Faerrfeme,  Gr inland.  Island,  Norge,  Sverige,  Finland. 
Pub.  1974,  240pp,  illus. 

DIETZEL,  HEINZ.  Die  Munzen  Belgiens  ah  1831.  Anhang:  Die 

Banknoten  Belgiens.  Die  Munzen  Luxemburgs.  Pub.  1970,  30pp, 
illus . 

SCHON,  GUNTER.  Kleiner  deutscher  Munzkatalog  mit  Liechtenstein, 
Osterreich  und  Schweiz  ah  1871.  Pub.  1976,  I84pp,  illus. 

MEIER,  ALBERT.  Munzenkatalog  der  Helvetischen.  Munzenseitung 
Schweiz  Liechtenstein,  1798-1972.  Pub.  1973,  64pp,  illus. 
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THIMONIER,  ARGUS.  Encyclopedie  Monnaies  Fvancaise  Royales  - 
Imperiales  - Republicaine , Depus  752  • Monnaies  Coloniales. 

Pub.  1975,  208pp,  illus. 

Charles  Muchmore,  Jr. 


KRAUSE,  CHESTER  L.  Guidebook  of  Franklin  Mint  Issues.  1978 
Edition.  Pub.  1978,  350pp,  illus. 

Randolph  Zander 

SPASSKII,  I.  G.  On  the  Track  of  a Rare  Coin.  (Russian  text  with 
English  summary).  Pub.  1964,  103pp,  illus.  The  search  for 
the  Constantine  Rouble. 

LHOTKA , JOHN  F. , JR.  Medieval  Feudal  French  Coinage.  Pub.  1966, 
36pp,  illus. 

SCARFEA,  CESARE  GAMBERINI  Dl.  Studio  sul  Lowenthaler  ed  il  mezzo 
Icuenthaler  delle  Privince  Unite  d'Olanda  e sulle  loro  imitaz- 
ioni  e contra f fazioni  Italiane  e Straniere.  Pub.  1977,  55pp, 
illus.  On  counterfeit  coins  of  the  Netherlands  (United  Pro- 
vinces period) . 

RENGJEO,  IVAN.  Corpus  der  mittelalterlichen  Munzen  von  Kroatien, 
Salvonien,  Dalmatien  und  Bosnien.  Pub.  1969,  142pp,  2/26  plates. 

SINGH,  SARAN.  The  Catalogue  of  Malaysia,  Singapore  and  Brunei 
Coins,  1700-1974 . Pub.  1974,  85pp,  illus. 

SELLSCHOPP,  E.  A.  The  Coinage  of  the  Mints  of  Lima,  La  Plata, 
and  Potosi  1568-1651 . Spanish  and  English  text.  Pub.  1971, 
159pp,  w/58  plates. 

GAYTAN,  CARLOS  & UTBERG  , NEIL  S.  The  Paper  Money  of  Mexico  1822- 
1964.  Pub.  1963,  168pp,  illus. 

HOLTZ,  WALTER.  Abkilrzungen  auf  Munzen  (Abbreviations  on  Money). 
Pub.  1972,  120pp,  not  illus. 

FOLKES,  MARTIN.  English  Coinage  Silver  and  Gold.  Silver,  Norman 
Conquest  to  Queen  Ann.  Gold,  Eduard  II  to  William  II.  Pub. 
in  1800's,  67  plates  only,  no  text. 

LAPA,  FRANK  A.  Russian  Wire  Money.  Pub.  1967,  16pp,  illus. 

Note:  In  addition  to  the  above,  Howard  Daniel,  James  Lorah  and  Randolph 

Zander  also  donated  other  books  that  duplicated  others  already  on  the 
shelves . 

III.  In  addition  to  the  above  donations  we  would  like  to  extend  our 
thanks  for  Stuart  T.  Eisen,  Randolph  Zander,  Lauren  Benson,  Charles 
Muchmore,  Jr.,  James  Lorah  and  Howard  Daniel  for  having  provided  the 
Library  with  a large  number  of catalogues , price  lists,  and  magazines. 

IV.  Special  mention  should  also  be  given  to  Robert  L.  Clarke  for  hav- 
ing donated  to  the  Library  six  bound  volumes  of  the  periodical  Helvet- 
ische  Munzen- Zeitung  for  the  years  ]971  through  1976  and  eleven  bound 
volumes  of  the  periodical  Reveu  Suisse  de  Numismatique  representing 
Volumes  2 through  23  for  the  years  1892  through  1923. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  NI  Librarian 
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NUMISMATICS  INTERNATIONAL  COIN  EXPOSITION  (NICE)  - NOV.  9-11,  1979 


NI  members  may  have  noted  some  announcements  in  the  numismatic  press 
recently  that  NI  will  co-sponsor  with  OIN  a major  exposition  next 
November  in  Dallas. 

All  plans  are  not  final  as  yet,  but  the  exposition  has  been  named 
Numismatics  International  Coin  Exposition  (NICE)  and  it  will  be  held 
at  Dunfey's  Dallas  Hotel,  3800  W.  Northwest  Highway,  Dallas,  Texas 
on  November  9-10-11,  1979. 

The  size  of  the  Bourse  will  be  limited  so  any  NI  dealers  interested  in 
having  a table  should  write  at  once  for  a Bourse  Application  and 
Bourse  Rules.  Write  to:  Numismatics  International  Coin  Exposition, 

P.  0.  Box  6094,  Richardson,  Texas  75080.  Please  use  this  address 
as  writing  to  the  regular  NI  mailing  address  will  only  delay  getting 
the  information  on  its  way  to  you. 

The  Exposition  is  not  limited  to  non-U. S.  coins  and  paper  money,  but 
this  will  be  emphasized  strongly.  In  the  event  of  a sell-out,  dealers 
offering  strictly  non-U. S.  numismatic  material  will  receive  preference. 

A major  auction  of  non-U. S.  numismatic  material  is  being  planned  but 
has  not  been  finalized.  Information  on  this  will  be  released  soon  to 
the  numismatic  press. 

Meeting  schedules  are  still  being  worked  out  also.  Any  major  numis- 
matic organizations  desiring  to  hold  a meeting  at  NICE  are  invited  to 
apply  for  a meeting  room  and  other  particulars  concerning  NICE. 

Assuming  that  NICE  will  be  a resounding  success,  it  is  planned  to 
make  this  Exposition  an  annual  event,  one  that  will  grow  and  grow  in 
the  years  to  come  and  take  its  place  among  the  major  world-wide  shows. 

All  NI  members  are  urged  to  make  their  plans  for  attendance  to  assure 
the  success  of  NICE.  Information  on  hotel  reservations  will  be  made 
at  a later  date. 

*********  *****  ******************************************  ************** 
IDENTIFICATION,  Please ? 

February  3 1978  ID,  Please  revisited 

Albert  Pick's  new  book  PAPIERGELD  LEXICON  (see  review  elsewhere  in  this 
issue)  solved  the  question  of  the  stamps  on  the  Belgian  note  published 
in  this  column  in  February  1978  ( p 5 2 ) . It  is  correct  that  this  was  a 
validation  stamp,  similar  to  those  used  in  Belgium  in  1944,  as  the  notes 
were  stamped  with  a town  or  postal  stamp  (in  this  case  both) . Herr 
Pick  describes  the  note  on  page  206  under  Luxemburg.  Apparently  these 
notes  are  not  common... I have  seen  them  only  once  before. 

W.  A.  Haskell, 

Klein  Bieberau,  West  Germany 
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May,  1978  ID,  Please  revisited 


I'm  probably  very  late  with  the  information  on  the  (Spanish  Civil  War) 
notes  shown  on  pages  149-150  of  the  May  (1978)  NI  BULLETIN . 

The  pictured  notes  are  in  the  Catalan  language  which  is  confined  to 
the  four  NE  provinces  of  Gerona,  Barcelona,  Lerida  and  Tarragona.  I 
know  Pauls  (Pals)  in  Gerona  Province. 

Sorry  I didn't  get  the  information  to  you  earlier,  but  having  been 
away  for  6 months  in  Spain,  I am  only  now  catching  up  on  my  reading 
of  the  Bulletins. 

Robert  L.  Clarke, 

Midland,  Texas 

(Ed.  - An  earlier  response  (July  1978,  p231)  indicated  these  notes 
were  from  Andorra.  Bob  Clarke's  comment  of  knowing  the  village  Pauls 
(Pals)  in  the  Gerona  Province  seems  to  indicate  the  notes  are  not  from 
Andorra  as  earlier  thought.) 

********* *************  ***************************************** ******* 


TURK I SH_ M I NT  POL  ICY  CHANGE 

by  /.  ('.  G.  Campbell,  Weeping  Water , Nebraska,  NI  ffLM-12 

Collectors  of  Turkisli  coins  may  be  interested  in  a recent  policy  change 
of  the  Turkish  Mint  (Darphane) . Turkey  has  issued  very  few  commemor- 
ative or  special  issue  coins,  and  all  of  them  have  been  of  national 
events  (except  for  the  routine  gold  and  de  luxe  issues).  There  have 
been  six  such,  but  this  newest  silver  150  TL  piece  (between  $6-7  US 
face)  changes  that  in  that  the  coin  commemorates  the  1978  football 
(soccer)  world  championship  won  by  Argentina.  Tt  is  said  that  there 
were  also  proofs,  some  1000  issued,  another  new  policy. 

In  Ottoman  times  the  national 
sport  was  archery  and  there  are 
many  such  monuments  scattered 
about  the  Istanbul  countryside. 
Under  the  Republic  there  have 
been  two  such,  wrestling  and  soc- 
cer. In  Stamboul  all  boys  schools 
have  teams,  though  very  few  have 
their  own  grounds.  I coached  a 
team  there  for  14  years  and  ref- 
ereed some  of  the  big  club  games, 
a rather  dangerous  past  time.  I 
also  remember  the  Balkan  Olympic 
game  between  Greek  and  Turkey  in 
'16  or  '38  in  Athens  where  there  were  armed  troops  all  around  the 
field  during  the  game.  When  first  I went  to  Turkey,  the  game  was 
relatively  new  and  had  been  introduced  by  the  British,  1 believe, 
during  the  Allied  Occupation  after  World  War  I. 

The  mintage  of  the  new  coin  (copies  of  which  a friend  bought  fur  me 
at  face  from  the  Darphane)  is  small.  Unfortunately,  I understood  one 
of  the  firms  which  specializes  in  such  things  is  turning  it  into  a 
speculative  issue. 
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NOTES  ON  THE 
COINAGE  OF 
SINKIANG 

by  David  S.  Smith , Miami 3 Florida , NI  # 1349 

"1st.  Sept.  1874.  Camp  Ganles,  13,357  feet.  At  last  fairly  started 
on  our  journey  to  Yarkand.  This  morning,  all  our  tents  and  luggage 
were  loaded  on  yaks  and  sent  off  to  the  camp  here,  which  is  only  about 
six  miles  from  Leh;  we  did  not  leave  until  the  afternoon,  and  as  we 
rode  through  the  town  the  usual  salute  was  fired  and  the  troops  pre- 
sented arms  etc 

"2nd  Sept.  This  morning  at  8 a.ra.  I found  a fine  black  yak  ready  to 
carry  me  over  the  pass  and  saddled  with  one  of  my  ordinary  English 
saddles...  The  yaks  are  wonderfully  sure-footed  and  easy  going 
animals,  but  they  appear  to  feel  the  effects  of  a climb  at  these 
great  elevations  considerably:  As  we  went  up  the  mountain  to  the 

pass  my  animal  would  often  stop,  give  an  extra  deep  grunt,  and  then 
pant  vigourously  for  a few  minutes  with  its  tongue  hanging  out  like 
a dog " 

Eastern  Turkestan  was,  a century  ago,  a very  remote  part  of  the  world. 
The  above  excerpts  are  from  a published  account  by  Col.  J.  Scully, 
Surgeon,  Bengal  Army , of  a journey  starting  from  present-day  Kashmir, 
across  Western  Tibet/Baltistan  (of  the  contemporary  maps)  and  then 
northwards  into  Kashgaria.  The  account  continues: 

Sept.  10,  crossing  into  Tibet  via  Sasser  Pass.  " the  height  of 

the  pass  was  17,724  feet;  notwithstanding  the  elevation  I did  not 
suffer  in  the  least  from  the  rarefaction  of  the  air..."  (though  on 

Sept.  11)  " last  night  it  blew  rather  hard  and  the  barometer  in 

my  tent  was  knocked  over  by  a falling  table.  One  of  our  horses  died 
from  the  combined  effects  of  fptigue  and  the  elevation".  Later,  the 
pass  over  the  Karakoram  Range,  just  east  of  Mt . Godwin  Austen  (K-2) , 

is  merely  referred  to  as  " a very  gentle  ascent  to  17,872  feet, 

marked  by  the  usual  heap  of  stones." 

My  interest  in  present  day  Sinkiang  and  its  coinage  was  prompted  by 
reading  this  low-key  account  of  what  clearly  was  a marvellous  and 
evidently  dangerous  expedition,  made  by  Col.  Scully,  who  was  the 
grandfather  of  my  first  wife.  He  was  appointed  medical  officer  to 
the  Kashgar  political  agency  (hence  the  diary)*  and  he  returned  18 

] - SCULLY,  J.  (1876).  A contribution  to  the  ornithology  of  Eastern 
Turkestan.  Stray  Feathers , Vol.  4 , 1-165  (Calcutta). 
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months  later  to  Calcutta  with  a collection  of  "six  hundred  and  fifty 
specimens  of  birds,  a hundred  or  so  of  their  nests...",  but  he  did 
not  mix  his  ornithological  activities  with  information  on  coinage. 

We  do  not  even  know  whether  he  received  pay  checks  via  the  Karakorams, 
or,  in  that  unlikely  event,  how  these  were  cashed!  Occasional  incid- 
ental references  are  found,  and  I quite  two,  which  I think  are  of 
interest  considering  the  numismatic  history  of  Kashgaria. 

Near  Karkand,  Col.  Scully  met  and  medically  treated  an  Englishman, 
bom  and  orphaned  in  Afghanistan  who  subsequently  roamed  Central  Asia 
as  a "Darwish"  (a  Holy  Man  and/or  a beggar).  Our  traveller  "...pressed 
him  to  take  a sufficient  sum  of  money  to  supply  his  wants  for  some 
time,  but  was  only  able  to  induce  him  to  accept  five  tanga  (Tibetan), 
that  is  to  say  exactly  one  rupee.  He  says  that  if  he  is  found  with 
much  money  about  him,  the  people  of  this  country  will  take  it  away 
from  him."  Later,  in  Yarkand,  after  veiled  reference  to  a splendid 
evening,  the  Yuzbashi , a senior  official,  came  over  and,  perhaps  sur- 
prisingly "the  conversation  turned  to  railways".  Apparently  the 
possibility  of  a future  rail  link  between  Kashgar  and  Yarkand  was 
discussed,  but  the  official,  learning  that  the  fare  for  the  route 
could  run  as  high  as  30  tangas  (Rs . 6),  rapidly  lost  interest:  "...but 
now  I can  go  as  quickly  as  ever  I wish  for  not  more  than  four  tangas". 

I enjoy  and  value  these  accounts  because  I feel  that  collecting  coins 
involves  some  feeling  of  attachment  to  their  country  of  origin,  and 
in  the  case  of  Kashgaria/Chinese  Turkestan,  local  and  contemporary 
information  is  hard  to  come  by.  It  seems  that  this  area,  a century 
ago,  was  not  only  physically  remote  but  may  have  been  a region  in 
which  coinage  did  not  play  an  important  role  in  the  day  to  day  com- 
merce of  the  general  population  and  indeed  the  first  "indigenous" 
silver  coinage  of  the  Kashgar  area  appeared  shortly  before  the  time 
that  the  above  passage  was  written. 

As  indicated  by  Kann's  introductory  remarks  on  the  coinage  of  Sin- 
kiang , few  parts  of  the  world  can  have  experienced  a more  turbulent 
and  unhappy  history  over  a long  period,  suffering  periodic  invasions 
by  Persians,  Greeks,  Huns,  Mongols  and,  sporadically,  Chinese  — the 
last  notable  in  1756  during  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Ch'ien  Lung,  36 
years  before  the  first  coinage  bearing  his  name  on  silver  tangas  of 
adjacent  Tibet.  In  1865,  the  Kashgar  area  of  Turkestan  fell  under 
the  control  of  Yakub  Beg  (not  to  be  confused  with  another  "rebel" 

Ghazi  Rashid  who  controlled  part  of  Turkestan  for  a short  period) . 

Yakub  Beg  was  a Moslem  from  Khokand  who  maintained  his  rule  and  sur- 
vived until  1877.  There  is  little  evidence  that  his  regime  was  in 
any  way  auspicious  for  the  people  of  Kashgaria.  On  June  6th,  1875, 

Col.  Scully's  diary  records  a meeting  with  a young  Turkish  "effendi" 
who  had  left  Constantinople  on  a "grand  tour"  of  Central  Asia.  After 
narrowly  escaping  from  the  Turkomans  with  his  life,  he  summarized 
his  travels  thus:  "In  Bokhara,  there  is  little  learning,  none  in 

Khokand  and  as  to  this  miserable  country  (Kashgaria)  the  people  are 
much  too  occupied  in  trying  to  escape  having  their  heads  cut  off  to 
devote  any  time  to  the  attainment  of  knowledge".  However,  by  the 
dictates  governing  the  proverbial  ill  wind,  Yakub  Beg's  "reign"  pro- 
vided numismatics  with  the  first  definitive  coinage  that  may  be  at- 
tributed to  this  area,  other  that  the  copper  cash  issues  first  minted 
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under  the  auspicies  of  the  Emperor  of  China,  Ch'ien  Lung  and  the 
sparse  issues  of  Ghazi  Rashid.  As  Kann  notes,  the  gold  tillas  struck 
in  Yakub  Beg's  time  were  designed  after  similar  pieces  of  the  Khanates 
of  Khokand  and  Bokhara  and  were  inscribed  with  the  name  of  the  con- 
temporary Ottoman  Sultan,  Abdul  Aziz.  These  tillas  are  elegantly  de- 
signed, and  since  they  are  not  often  seen  together,  issues  of  Kashgar, 
Khokand  and  Bokhara  are  illustrated  below  (Figs.  1,  2 S 3)  dated  re- 
spectively AH  1293,  1272  and  1327. 


2 - Coins  of  this  general  type  were  issued  in  China  from  the  Chou 

Dynasty  (see  Schjoth)  until  shortly  before  the  demise  of  the  im- 
perial system  early  in  this  century.  They  are  an  unparalleled 
series,  documenting  the  history  of  China  for  over  two  millenia. 

To  the  collector,  they  provide  an  unusual  archaeological/numis- 
matic bargain;  purchase  of  any  other  metallic  artifact  from  the 
Han,  T'ang  or  Sung  Dynasties  would  call  for  a very  deep  pocket. 

Cash  coins  of  the  last  Dynasty,  the  Ch'ing,  are  readily  available, 
and  except  for  a few  recognized  rarities  they  are  very  inexpensive. 
These  exceptions  include  the  issues  minted  for  Turkestan.  Code 
has  documented  these  issues  from  the  time  of  initial  Ch'ing  con- 
trol over  the  area  during  the  reign  of  Ch'ien  Lung  through  that 
of  Kuang  Hsu,  from  the  mints  of  Aksu,  Khotan,  Kashgar,  Yarkand, 
Kuchar,  I Li  and  Uch  Turfan.  The  first  four  have  been  mentioned 
above  in  connection  with  the  silver  coins  of  Kashgaria;  the  last 
two  are  not  known  to  have  operated  from  the  time  of  Yakub  Beg 
onward.  If  these  coins  were  widely  used  in  the  New  Dominion  in 
the  18th  and  19th  centuries,  then  most  must  still  be  there;  despite 
modest  catalogue  estimates,  these  coins  are  rarely  seen  in  the 
West . 


Copper  "cash"  were  also  produced  by  Ghazi  Rashid  during  his  brief 
period  of  success  in  Turkestan  (see  UPDATE  by  Bruce,  World  Coin 
News y Feb.  28,  1978,  and  an  earlier  article  by  West  in  World  Coins , 
10,  516-8,  1973),  attributing  these  to  Yakub  Beg  notes  that  they 
are  "extremely  scarce".  In  addition,  crude  copper  "pul"  or  "fals" 
were  issued  from  Kashgar  by  Yakub  Beg  bearing,  in  line  with  his 
silver  and  gold  issues,  the  inscription  of  Abdul  Aziz,  the  reign- 
ing Ottoman  Sultan.  The  latter  minor  coins  equivalent,  perhaps, 
to  1/8  fen  (see  Kann,  p.344),  though  remarkably  unexiciting  in 
appearance  (e.g.  Mitchiner  // 2024)  conform  to  other  copper  coins 
of  Kashgaria,  and  to  some  of  the  minor  silver  issues  in  one  re- 
spect - their  scarcity.  I recently  saw  one  of  these  pul  offered 
for  the  contemporary  (1875)  equivalent  of  44  taels  of  silver. 
Interested  readers  will,  from  this  information,  be  able  to  calcu- 
late the  asking  price  for  this  coin  in  a dealer's  list:  unfort- 

unately, the  first  correct  entry  cannot  be  awarded  a pul-as-a-pri ze 
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It  seems  unlikely  that  these  gold  pieces  enjoyed  any  significant  cir- 
culation in  Kashgaria.  Frequently,  existing  specimens  are  holed  or 
otherwise  mounted  (as  in  the  Khokand  tilla  illustrated  - Fig . 2) . 

Many  of  these  coins  may  have  circulated  no  further  than  the  bosoms 
and/or  wrists  of  a few  fortunate  Kashgari  ladies.  On  this  point.  Col. 
Scully  is  silent;  it  should  be  remembered  that  he  was  married,  and 
English. 


The  minor  silver  coins  of  Yakub  Beg  provide  a fascinating  series  of 
small  pieces,  though  often  rather  dismal  at  first  sight,  die  impressed 
in  most  instances  on  small  flans,  with  inscriptions  in  Turki.  Oc- 
casionally, one  finds  examples  of  these  coins  in  which  die  and  flan 
are  reasonably  well  matched,  and  here  the  similarity  to  the  gold 
tilla  design  may  be  appreciated.  An  example  with  "complete"  obverse 
and  reverse  (dated  1291  = 1873,  Kann-991)  is  shown  in  Fig.  4.  Even 
when  the  die  engraver  did  a good  job  with  respect  to  the  flan  area, 
all  was  not  necessarily  plain  sailing!  Fig.  5 shows  one  of  these 


Kashgar  pieces  dated  1290  (=  1872)  on  the  obverse  and  equally  clearly 
1291  (=  1873)  on  the  reverse.  Dare  one  call  this  "yakking"  rather 
than  "muling"?  Numismatically , the  interest  of  this  coin  is  that  the 
first  dated  examples  of  the  series  (Kann-991)  are  1291  A.H.  The  date 
of  1290  is  not  recorded,  and  all  undated  coins  of  the  type  are  grouped 
together  by  Kann  as  #990. 


These  are  generally  considered  to  be  5 fen  (1/2  mace  or  raiscal)  pieces, 
though  their  weight  is  quite  variable  and  Kann  suggests  that  sometimes 
the  mint  may  have  been  shooting  for  a 10  fen  (1  mace)  coin.  This 
seems  a little  unlikely  since  it  may  be  supposed  that  any  Turkestani, 
as  any  Scotsman,  would  have  argued  until  sunset  and  beyond  about  so 
important  a difference  in  the  value  of  coins  bearing  no  denomination! 

We  may  safely  conclude  that  these  pieces  represented  half  a mace,  i.e. 
one  twentieth  of  a tael. 

Even  before  Yakub  Beg's  death,  the  Chinese  reestablished  control  over 
much  of  Kashgaria,  and  5-fen  silver  coins  were  issued  by  the  Imperial 
regime;  evidently  in  some  number  in  Kashgar,  and  sparsely  in  the 


Fig.  6 Fig.  7 Fig.  8 Fig.  9 
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Khotan  (Figure  8)  and  Aksu  (Figure  9).  The  coins  illustrated  are 
described  by  Kann  as  no.'s  1181,  998,  1184  and  1186,  all  issued  during 
the  period  ca.  1878-1881.  They  bear  the  inscription  of  the  reigning 
Ch'ing  Emperor,  Kuang  Hsu,  though  the  Aksu  pieces  maintained  a time- 
honored  Islamic  tradition  of  mismatching  a generously  proportioned 
inscription  with  a very  small  flan! 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  while  the  Emperor  Ch'ien  Lung  had 
established  control  over  Sinkiang  in  1785  and  had,  indeed,  so  named 
the  "New  Dominion",  no  silver  coins  were  issued  for  the  area  during 
his  reign,  or  during  the  reigns  of  his  successors,  Chia  Ch'ing  (1796— 
1820)  or  Tao  Kuang  (1821-1850)  though  all  three  issued  silver  tangkas 

(similar  to  that  of  1796  shown  in  Fig.  10) 
for  the  adjacent  Dominion  of  Tibet.  The 
next  two  Emperors  intervening  before  the 
accession  of  Kuang  Hsii,  Hsien  Feng  (1851- 
1861)  and  T'ung  Chi  (1862-1873)  contributed 
nothing  to  the  numismatic  history  of  China, 
aside  from  the  usual  cash  coins,  and  very 
little  to  Chinese  ceramics  or  other  artistic 
endeavors;  the  former,  at  least,  having  the 
excuse  of  more  pressing  matters  at  home, 
with  the  T'ai-p'ing  rebellion  of  1851. 

Returning  to  these  small  silver  coins,  it 
must  be  admitted  that  they  are  not  very 
very  impressive  objects,  at  first  sight,  and  Kann  became  quite  dis- 
gruntled by  their  crudity  (pp.  340-1)  ! Perversely,  I take  a differ- 
ent view.  To  me,  uniformly  well  struck  coins  differing  only  in 
whether  wear  and  tear  has  resulted  in  an  aEF  or  only  a good  VF+  can 
become  a little  monotonous,  and  the  peculiarities  of  some  of  the 
coinage  of  Sinkiang  seems  entirely  appropriate  to  its  remote  position 
and  the  accompanying  rigors  of  life  there  a century  ago.  Of  Yarkand, 
for  example.  Col.  Scully  writes:  "The  city  is  of  a very  irregular 

shape,  and  surrounded  by  a thick  mud  wall....  The  houses  are  built 
of  mud  and  unburnt  bricks....  The  drinking  water  of  the  city  is 
got  from  numerous  tanks,  supplied  by  canals:  these  tanks  are  usually 

in  a filthy  condition,  and  indeed  the  sanitary  arrangements  in  Yarkand 
are  decidedly  bad".  (That,  it  should  be  remembered,  is  the  comment 
of  a traveller  who  found  some  Tibetan  villages,  in  the  1870's,  de- 
lightful!). Yarkand  was  evidently  a rather  rough  place,  though  one 
one  of  the  major  towns  of  Kashgaria,  again:  "The  people  of  Yarkand 

are,  of  course,  all  Muhammadans  but  not  at  all  bigoted  in  their 
ideas;  the  few  Chinese  who  have  remained  in  the  country  have  adopted 
the  religion  of  their  conquerors.  I rather  think  that  a little  gentle 


3 - The  variability  of  these  coins  is  such  that  none  is  identical  with 
Kann's  figures,  though  each  is  readily  attributed  to  one  of  his 
types.  One  point  concerning  the  Khotan  issue  is  worth  of  mention. 
Kann  states  that  this  town  struck  copper  pieces  and  that  this 
5 fen  coin  is  the  only  known  silver  coin  of  the  mint  and  bears  a 

large  letter  " looking  like  a foreign  '3'  and  on  the  left 

another  indistinct  word."  In  fact,  these  are  poorly  written  Turki 

( < ' 

inscriptions  for  (Kho-thun) , bringing  the  coin  into 

line  with  issues  of  other  mints  of  the  series. 


Figure  10 
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persuasion,  in  the  shape  of  some  throat-cutting,  was  used  to  bring 
about  this  conversion,  but  that  took  place  some  time  ago."  Or  again: 
"An  execution  took  place  in  the  city  on  the  17th  (July,  1875);  the 
criminal,  who  appeared  to  be  a confirmed  thief,  had  previously  had 
his  hand  cut  off;  on  being  caught  again  stealing  was  publically 

hung It  may  be  imagined  that  serious  crimes  are  wonderfully 

rare  in  Kashgaria". 

Even  a modest  hoard  of  these  interesting  minor  silver  coins  of  Sin- 
kiang  would  undoubtedly  provide  us  with  new  information.  Unfortunate- 
ly, no  desiccated  remains  of  coin-laden  camel  trains  in  the  Takla- 
makan  desert  East  of  Kashgar  comparable  with  the  conveniently  located 
Spanish  wrecks  have  yet  been  reported! 

While  some  of  the  subsequent  Imperial  silver  coinage  of  Sinkiang  is 
as  elegantly  designed  and  technically  as  well  or  better  produced  than 
some  contemporary  Chinese  provincial  issues  (of,  for  example,  Kirin), 
others  display  varying  degrees  of  rustic  charm  or  crudeness,  depend- 
ing on  one's  point  of  view.  Sometimes,  the  charm  is  very  rustic 
indeed!  An  example  of  the  latter  is  the  1 tael  issue  minted  in 
Kashgar  in  1907,  close  to  the  end  of  Kuang  Hsu's  reign  (Kann-1120) 


which  may  be  compared  with  the  splendid  rampant  dragon  on  the  undated 
tael  (Kann-1011)  attributed  by  Kann  to  ca.  1905  (Figures  11,  12). 


I have  selected  a number  of  these  coins  for  brief  description  and 
comment  either  because  they  were  not  listed  by  Kann,  or  represent 
die  varieties  of  sufficient  interest  to  merit  placing  them  on  record. 


Figures  13-15  illustrate  three  1 miscal  coins,  produced  during  the 
late  Kunag  Hsii  period.  The  first  represents  a rare  instance  where 


Figure  13  ( x 1-1/2  ) 


Figure  14 
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Figure  15 


Karin  made  a slip  in  documenting  the  coinage  of  China  and  Sinkiang. 
This  coin  (Kann-1048)  bears  on  the  reverse  the  date  in  Turki  1310 
(arrow)  i.e.  1893,  as  does  Kann's  plate.  It  is  listed,  however,  as 
"undated"  and  attributed  to  1894,  in  keeping  with  a series  of  2-,  3- 
and  5-miscal  pieces  dated  1311.  Coins  of  this  general  design,  with 
Turki  inscriptions  and  open  wreath  on  the  reverse  and  Chinese  in- 
scriptions on  the  obverse  were  issued  by  the  mints  of  Kashgar,  Aksu 
and  the  capital  Urumchi  (Tihwa) : curiously,  the  capital  embarked  on 

the  production  of  silver  coins  later  than  other  towns,  in  1903.  Of 
the  earlier  series,  the  great  majority  were  minted  in  Kashgar,  and 
an  interesting  example  of  the  meager  output  of  Aksu,  in  Northern 


Figure  16 

Kashgaria  is  shown  in  Figure  16.  This  5-miscal  piece  resembles  that 

shown  by  Kann  (1190b)  and  is  dated  1311  (1884)  in  the  second  year  of 

the  brief  life  of  this  mint.  In  this  example,  the  large  flower  on 
the  reverse  is  placed  at  1 o'clock  giving  the  design  a lopsided 
appearance,  while  the  calligraphy  on  the  obverse  also  differs  from 
Kann's  types.  This  coin  was  probably  struck  from  the  same  dies  as 
that  figured  by  Yeoman,  and  Krause  and  Mishler's  illustration  of  this 
issue  represent  still  another  die  variety. 

The  record  of  minting  of  1-miscal  pieces  in  Kashgaria  is  made  a little 
more  confusing  by  the  coin  show  in  Figure  14.  The  reverse  is  similar 

to  that  of  Kann-1040^  though  dated  1310  (1893)  rather  than  1309  (1892) 

while  the  obverse  bears  the  inscription  Kuang  Hsu  / Yin  Yuan  (silver 
coin)  as  in  the  1893  1-miscal  coin  listed  as  Kann-1044.  The  reverse 
of  the  latter,  however,  is  of  novel  design  with  the  Turki  inscription 
arranged  vertically  and  bearing  the  denomination  in  Chinese.  The 
coin  illustrated  here  does  not  appear  to  have  been  recorded:  It  is 

not  known  whether  it,  or  its  neighbor  1-miscal  pieces  entered  circul- 
ation or  were  struck  as  essays.  In  any  event,  1872/3  seems  to  have 
been  a time  of  some  uncertainty  at  the  Kashgar  mint! 

The  interest  of  Figure  15  is  that  it  shows  a "complete"  specimen  of 
Kann-1098!  Kann's  illustration  of  this  1-miscal  coin,  dated  1322 
(1904)  and  minted  in  Kashgar  has  a "bite"  out  of  it,  representing 
about  a fifth  of  the  flan  area.  It  may  be,  as  Kann  suggests,  that 
this  was  in  part  payment  of  a debt  (i.e.  2-fen),  but  it  seems  at 
least  as  likely  that  the  flan  was  defective  or  that  the  coin,  which 
may  have  been  struck  as  an  essay,  was  intentionally  defaced.  The 
specimen  shown  here  appears  to  have  been  struck  from  the  same  dies 
as  that  figured  by  Kann. 
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There  seems  to  be  no  obvious  explanation  for  the  general  scarcity  of 
Sinkiang  1-miscal  coins,  or  the  fact  that  comparable  2-  and  3-mace 
pieces,  where  these  are  known,  are  often  of  intermediate  scarcity  with 
respect  to  the  half-tael  issues.  Copper  coins  of  5 and  10-fen  were 
issued  in  Sinkiang  under  Kuang  Hsu  and  are  decidedly  rare.  As  noted 
previously,  the  silver  5-fen  coins  of  Yakub  Beg  and  Kuang  Hsu  are  not 
common,  at  least  in  the  West  and  the  former's  copper  "pul"  coins  are 
seldom  encountered.  All  this  seems  puzzling,  since  the  New  Dominion 
of  the  late  19th  Century  was,  for  the  great  majority  of  the  population, 
a poor  country.  I propose  the  following  admittedly  "arm  chair"  hypoth- 
esis; this  may  well  be  incorrect,  but  may  stimulate  publication  of 
further  data,  "pro"  and  "con"!  The  region  of  Kashgaria  had  experienced 
a wide  variety  of  invaders  for  centuries  prior  to  the  first  indigenous, 
non-Chinese,  coinage  in  the  1860 's,  authorized  by  yet  another  invader, 
Yakub  Beg.  None  of  the  nominal  rulers  of  Kashgaria  during  the  previous 
century,  the  Ch'ing  Dynasty  Emperors,  had  seen  fit  to  issue  silver 
coins  for  the  New  Dominion  though  three  issued  silver  tangas  for  Tibet. 
Yakub  Beg  issued  coins  of  significant  disparity;  gold  tillas  which 
can  hardly  have  created  much  excitement  amongst  the  general  populace, 
half  miscal  coins  bearing  no  indication  of  their  denomination  and  some 
coppers  that  cannot  have  been  more  popular  than  the  previous  Ch'ing 
cash.  It  seems  probable,  from  contemporary  accounts  such  as  that  of 
Col.  Scully,  that  the  advent  of  definitive  coinage  in  Kashgaria  may 
have  made  little  impression  on  the  time-honored  system  of  barter  ex- 
change. If  this  was  indeed  the  case,  the  tillas  and  later  the  taels 
and  half-taels  may  primarily  have  resided  in  the  coffers  and  saddle 
bags  of  the  few  wealthy  Kashgaris  and  their  Chinese  military  and 
trading  colleagues,  while  for  different  reasons  the  lesser  coins  may 
have  enjoyed  relatively  little  circulation  amongst  the  less  affluent 
bulk  of  the  population. 


Figure  17 


Figure  18 


Figure  19 


Three  minor  coins  of  the  Kashgar  issue  of  1905  are  illustrated  above 
as  Figures  17,  18  & 19.  These  well  exemplify  the  wild  appearance 
often  encountered  in  the  dragons  of  Sinkiang.  This  seems  quite  ap- 
propriate: a dragon  from  this  remote  area  would  have  needed  all  its 

wits  to  survive  - a very  different  situation  from  that  of  the  beauti- 
fully groomed  creatures  whose  dies  were  ordered  among  the  silk  cush- 
ions of  Peking  (see  Kann  pp.  99,  100)!  The  5-miscal  coin  of  this 
series  (Kann-1108)  is  relatively  common,  but,  as  elsewhere,  the 
scarcity  of  the  series  varies  inversely  with  the  denomination:  the 

3-mace  coin  is  very  scarce,  and  the  1-mace  even  more  so  (Kann-1110/- 
1113).  The  former  represents  an  unrecorded  die  variety  in  having 
the  Turki  date  (1323)  written  in  one  line  (arrow)  rather  than  in 
two,  as  illustrated  in  Kann. 
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In  the  declining  years  of  the  Ch'ing  Dynasty,  the  Kashgar  mint  pro- 
duced a series  of  newly  designed  coins,  of  which  a 1-tael  example  has 
been  illustrated  as  Figures  11.  In  each  instance,  the  reverse 
includes  a dragon,  of  generally  wild  though  variable  countenance. 

From  their  appearance  until  the  death  of  Kuang  Hsu  in  December  1908, 
these  coins  generally  bear  on  the  obverse  a Chinese  inscription  includ- 
ing their  denomination,  mint  of  origin  and  a reference  to  the  Great 
Ch'ing  Dynasty.  Immediately  after  Kuang  Hsii's  death,  the  Emperor 
Hsuan  Tung  ascended  the  Dragon  Throne  at  the  age  of  two,  and  occupied 
it  until  February  1912,  when  his  abdication  was  announced,  ending  the 
Dynasty  founded  in  the  17th  century.  His  "successor"  Yuan  shih-kai 
was  empowered  to  arrange  the  establishment  of  a Republic,  and  after 
an  abortive  attempt  to  elevate  himself  to  Imperial  status  as  the 
Emperor  Hung  Hsien,  the  monarchic  system  in  China  died  with  Yuan 
shih-kai  in  1916.  During  his  brief  reign,  Hsiian  Tung's  name  appeared 
on  the  last  imperial  silver  coins  of  Sinkiang,  in  place  of  a general 
reference  to  the  Dynasty,  and  also  on  the  1-  and  2-sho  (chien)  silver 
coins  minted  in  Lhasa  for  Tibet.  So,  considering  the  brevity  of  his 
stay,  the  last  Manchu  Emperor  made  a substantial  mark  on  the  numis- 
matic scene. 


Figure  20 


As  Kann  notes,  these  coins  are  very  variable.  A 5-miscal  piece,  dated 
1328  (1910)  is  illustrated  (Figure  20)  similar  to  Kann  1140,  but 
lacking  the  central  star  on  the  reverse.  This  variety  is  documented 
because  die  varieties  listed  by  Kann  are  frequently  distinguished  by 
the  presence  or  absence  of  such  details  of  design.  As  a collector, 

I sometimes  wonder  whether  such  minutiae  are  really  worth  recording 
in  such  a "rustic"  series,  but  I am  encouraged  to  do  so  when  I read 
accounts  of  "overdates"  on  modern  coins,  requiring  a binocular  micro- 
scope for  convincing  demonstration.  After  all,  a U.S.A.  half  cent 
with  12  or  14  stars  would  cause  much  consternation,  and  I feel  that 
stars  on  the  coinage  of  Sinkiang  at  least  deserve  note! 

The  5-mace  coin  listed  by  Kann  as  #1040  is,  esthetically,  one  of  the 
most  interesting  and  innovative  coins  in  the  imperial  series  of  China 
and  Sinkiang.  The  obverse  bears  a Chinese  inscription  including  the 
denomination  and  attribution  to  Kuang  Hsu,  the  same  inscription  in 
Manchu  and  Turki  script,  and  the  date  1307  (1890)  included  in  Turki. 
The  reverse  is  largely  occupied  by  what  Kann  described  as  "...a  prim- 
itive design  of  a dragon".  I must  take  issue  with  this  description. 
From  the  historical  viewpoint,  early  dragons  on  the  ceramic  wares 
of  the  Sung,  Yuan  and  Ming  Dynasties  generally  possessed  heads  that 
seem  too  small  for  their  bodies.  During  the  Ch'ing  period,  the 
cranial  capacity  of  the  dragon  enlarged  rapidly  as  seen  both  on  the 
ceramics  and  later  the  coinage  of  China.  The  Sinkiang  coin  in 
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question  actually  bears  a very  advanced  animal,  representing  a radical 
departure  from  most  of  its  ancestral  types. 

Kann  recorded  the  5-raace  coin,  but  was  unaware  of  the  existence  of 
its  3-mace  counterpart.  The  latter  was  reported  by  R.  B.  White  ( India - 
Asiatic  Numis.  Soc.  1 44-45,  1972).  Kann  mentioned  that  "fairly  well 
made  forgeries"  of  the  5-mace  piece  are  met  with,  and  White  made  out 

a good  case  for  the  authenticity  of  his  3-mace 
coin  on  the  basis  of  weight,  specific  gravity, 
milling  and  design  details.  The  3-mace  il- 
lustrated here  (Figure  21)  conforms  to  White's 
description  and  appears  to  have  been  struck 
with  the  same  dies  on  an  uneven  flan.  As  in 
the  previously  published  figure,  the  dragon 
represents  an  approximate  mirror  image  of 
that  on  the  half-tael  coin. 

It  seems  reasonable  to  view  these  coins  as 
essays.  One  wonders  whether  the  splendid 
design  proved  too  radical  for  the  regime  in 
Peking;  too  deviant  from  the  imperial  designs  of  the  Chinese  provinces 
to  meet  with  official  sanction. 

I would  like  to  end  these  notes,  as  I started,  with  a quotation  from 
Col.  Scully's  diary.  On  the  return  journey  to  India  after  the  first 
expedition  (September  13,  1875),  in  the  Karakorams:  "A  fine  frosty 

morning....  the  Tibetan  raven  seems  to  fly  about  here  as  if  it  were 
at  an  elevation  of  10,000  feet  instead  of  over  18 ,000 ... .Many  of  our 
followers  suffering  from  rarefaction  of  the  air,  but  I felt  not  the 
slightest  inconvenience..".  His  yaks  were  doubtless  wheezing  under 
the  weight  of  crated  ornithological  specimens,  but  if  he  brought 
with  him  any  tillas  or  small  change  in  the  shape  of  Yakub  Beg's  sil- 
ver coins,  these  were  not  passed  on  as  family  heirlooms!  Actually, 

I strongly  suspect  that  Col.  Scully  took  with  him  a sufficient  sup- 
ply of  good  solid  Victorian  mohurs,  sovereigns  and  Indian  rupees,  in 
lieu  of  "paychecks"  and  may  well  have  distributed  remaining  local 
coins  to  his  Kashgari  bearers,  much  as  the  modern  traveller  might 
empty  out  his  pockets  on  leaving,  say,  Bulgaria  or  Rwanda. 

It  is  certain  that  we  in  the  West  know  less  about  this  part  of  the 
world  than  did  our  forebears  a century  ago,  and  less  than  about  its 
more  famous  neighbor,  Tibet.  I suggest  that  we  may  learn  more  about 
the  New  Dominion  in  the  closing  decades  of  the  Chinese  Empire  by 
further  study  of  its  unusually  varied  coinage  and  in  further  search 
for  contemporary  accounts  of  how  this  coinage  was  used  in  the  com- 
merce of  Kashgaria/Sinkiang . 

********************************************************************* 
HAVE  YOU  USED  THE  NI  MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION  BLANK  MAILED  LAST  MONTH? 


Figure  21 


With  the  mailing  of  last  month's  issue,  a copy  of  the  new  NI  Member- 
ship Application  Blank  was  included.  If  you  have  not  used  it  yet, 
why  not  send  it  to  a friend  and  suggest  they  join  NI?  Benefits  of  NI 
can  be  increased  with  increased  revenue  and  that  comes  from  dues  of 
more  members,  so  it  is  to  your  advantage  to  help  NI  grow.  If  you  need 
more  blanks  or  sample  copies  of  the  BULLETIN  for  recruiting  purposes, 
let  us  know. 
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THE  MEDIN 

by  Samuel  Lachman , Haifa , Israel , NI  #898 


This  writer  has  recently  described  a hoard  of  medins  from  the  time  of 
the  Ottoman  Sultan  Murad  IV  (1032-1049H/1623-1640AD)  (1).  The  follow- 
ing discussion  presents  a general  description  of  the  origin  of  the 
medin  and  its  historical  development. 


The  name  of  the  medin  is  said  to  come  from  the  silver  half  dirhem 
coined  for  the  first  time  by  the  Mameluk  Sultan  Al-Mua'ayyad  Sayf 
al-din  Abu  Al-Na?r  Shaykh  (815-824H/14 12-1421AD)  (2).  The  development 
of  the  name  is  described  as:  "muayyadi"  - "maydi"  - "maidi"  - "medi". 

In  Egypt  it  was  called  also  "nuss  faddah"  (3) , and  in  Arabic  the  name 
was  frequently  "kata'a"  (=piece)  (4),  translated  into  Hebrew  as 
"hatikha"  (5).  The  Turkish  name  was  always  "para"  (6). 


In  Mameluk  times  during  the  rule  of  the  later  Burji  Mameluks  half  dir- 
hems continued  to  be  struck,  until  at  the  end  they  became  the  sole 
Mameluk  silver  coins. 


The  weight  of  the  classical  Umaiyad  dirhem  was  2.975  g (7).  The 
Muayyadi  dirhem  ordered  to  be  struck  by  Al-Mu'ayyad  Shaykh  and  intro- 
duced into  circulation  on  24  Safar  818/5  May  1415  had  a weight  of  7/8 
of  a dirhem,  i.e.  2.6  g of  good  silver  (8).  However,  at  the  end  of 
the  Mameulk  rule  prices  etc.  were  frequently  quoted  in  half  dirhems 
(9) . Half  dirhems  of  Al-Ashraf  Qan$uh  Al-Ghuri  have  weights  of  about 
1.20  g (10). 

The  rule  of  the  Mameluks  over  Syria  and  Egypt  was  terminated  with  the 
Ottoman  conquest  in  922-923H/1516-1517AD . Beginning  with  the  battle 
of  Marj  Dabiq,  north  of  Aleppo,  on  25  Rajab  922/14  August  1516,  and 
ending  with  the  hanging  of  the  last  Mameulk  Sultan  Al-Ashraf  Tumanbey 
at  the  Zuweila  Gate  of  Cairo  on  22  Rabi  al-awal  923/14  April  1517, 
Syria  and  Egypt  became  provinces  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  (11) . 

Before  turning  now  to  the  Ottoman  period,  it  should  be  noted  that  the 
mints  operating  at  the  end  of  the  Mameluk  rule  were  at  Cairo,  Damascus 
and  Aleppo  (12). 

The  Mameulk  domain  was  at  first,  together  with  other  newly  occupied 
countries,  united  in  the  Vilayet  'Arab'  (13).  Only  after  1520,  a sub- 
division into  new  eyalets  (vilayets)  was  introduced  (14) . 

In  Egypt  the  first  Ottoman  Pasha,  Khair  Bey,  attempted  to  introduce 
the  Turkish  akqe  as  silver  coin.  However,  the  public  accustomed  to 
the  medin,  did  not  adapt  itself  to  the  akqe,  and  therefore  the  medin 
was  minted  again.  All  Turkish  sources  about  treasury  accounts  of 
Egypt  speak  about  paras.  This  is  also  born  out  by  the  Kanuname— i Misr 
of  1524  (the  Ottoman  law  code  for  Egypt)  (15).  It  is  of  course  well 
known  that  in  Turkey  proper,  the  para  introduced  in  the  reign  of 
Murad  IV,  1032-1049H/1623-1640  AD  (16).  In  Egypt  the  medin  was  struck 
until  the  coinage  reform  of  Muhammad  Ali  in  1834  (17). 
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In  Syria  the  situation  appears  to  have  been  slightly  different.  It 
appears  that  at  Damascus  and  Aleppo  akces  were  struck  for  the  first 
time  in  the  reign  of  Murad  III,  982-1003H/1574-1595AD.  However, 
during  this  reign  medins  were  probably  also  minted  at  these  towns. 

A Berat  (appointment)  of  a Jewish  physician  at  Jerusalem  dated  11  Rabi 
al-awal  972/17  October  1564  mentions  his  pay  as  7-1/2  paras  (18).  An 
order  dated  the  23  Safar  982/14  June  1574  addressed  to  the  Defterdar 
of  the  Treasury  of  Damascus  mentions  "Paras"  (19) • At  Damascus  and 
Aleppo  also  heavier  silver  pieces,  called  dirhems  in  the  collections, 
were  minted.  In  subsequent  reigns  no  further  medins  were  struck  at 
these  mints.  It  should  be  noted  that  although  Palestine  formed  part 
of  the  eyalet  of  Damascus  or  at  times  partly  of  Saida,  Egyptian  medins 
were  widely  used  until  the  end  of  the  18th  century  at  least.  Consales 
(20)  mentions  it  in  1665,  Goujon  (21)  in  1668,  and  Sanguinti  in  1741 
(5). 

At  Amid,  although  outside  the  Mameluk  domain,  (probably  also  at  some 
other  mints)  coins  of  para  or  medin  standard  were  already  minted  be- 
fore the  introduction  of  the  para  in  Turkey  in  general.  A firman 
dated  22  Dhu-al-Qada  980/20  March  1573  speaks  about  the  minting  of 
paras  at  Amid  (22) . 

The  weight  of  the  medin  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  Ottoman  rule  about 
1.1  g but  dropped  in  the  course  of  time  to  about  0.3  g at  the  end  of 
the  18th  century.  The  diameter  was  about  16mm,  frequently  irregular, 
sometimes  smaller.  The  minting  was  in  general  very  careless. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  coins  are  very  similar,  and  are  presented 
in  reference  catalogs,  only  one  coin  is  shown  below.  In  addition, 
drawings  of  some  other  coins  are  presented.  The  inscriptions  are  al- 
ways within  a plain  circle  surrounded  by  a circle  of  dots,  or  a rope 
circle . 


Mustafa  I - Type  I Muq fafS.  I - Type  IT 
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********************************************************************** 


COSTA  RICA  Y58  1942  5 CENTIMOS 


by  Gerald  Easton , Camas,  Washington,  NI  #838 

Lately  I have  seen  a small  rash  of  dealer  ads  on  the  Costa  Rica  Y58 
1942  5 Centimos.  They  offer  this  item  as  a rare  overstrike  coin,  at 
prices  far  in  excess  of  catalog.  While  many  times  the  price  was 
around  $15  to  20,  the  last  ad  was  offering  the  coin  at  $85. 

This  issue  was  indeed  struck  over  2 Centimos  of  1903  Y46  type.  How- 
ever, they  were  struck  in  a large  quantity  (270,000),  and  they  are 
not  an  error.  This  overstrike  was  a mint  designed  issued  to  create 
5 Centimos  coins.  The  YA58  5 Centimos  1942  coins  are  identical, 
having  been  struck  from  the  same  dies  as  the  Y58,  but  they  are  on  a 
brass  planchet. 

The  value  of  these  Y58  coins  is  correct  as  shown  in  Krause  (p371): 

1.50  VF,  2.00  XF  and  4.00  UNC . A great  many  exist  in  XF  and  AU 
grades.  While  they  are  an  odd  item,  they  are  not  rare  or  even  scarce. 
Beware  of  ads  offering  these  as  a rare  error. 


57 


ASSAYWISE  LIST  OF  GOLD  COINS  IN  CIRCULATION  WHEN  THE  BRITISH  TOOK 
OCCUPATION  OF  INDIA 


by  Narendra  S.  Sengar,  Kanpur,  India,  NI  ft 1304 

Below  is  a list  I have  assembled  and  collated  of  gold  coins  which  were 
in  circulation  in  India  when  the  British  took  over  occupation.  From 
the  list  you  will  note  that  the  first  column  relates  to  the  weight  of 
the  coins,  the  second  to  percentage  of  gold  content  and  the  third  to 
the  actual  gold  content  of  the  coins  in  grammes. 

During  that  period  hundreds  of  varieties  of  coins  were  in  circulation 
and  there  was  no  way  of  knowing  as  to  their  fineness.  There  was  no 
standard  coinage  for  the  whole  of  India  and  the  coinage  depended 
mainly  on  the  whims  of  the  rulers  of  the  diversified  principalities. 
You  will  find  in  the  list  that  the  same  coin  has  a different  percent- 
age of  gold  content.  For  instance,  the  Pagodas,  Huns  and  Varhas  range 
in  percentage  from  55.2  to  94.4  and  yet  more  diversity  exists  in  the 
Fanam  in  which  the  gold  content  ranges  between  22.9  and  89.6%.  The 
jewellers  were  the  people  to  gain  through  this  diversity  since  they 
had  the  list  of  different  issues  and  gold  contents  as  also  the  means 
to  determine  the  gold  content.  The  public  was  to  suffer  due  to  lack 
of  knowledge  of  the  contents  of  the  hundreds  of  coins  prevalent  then. 
It  was  Sher  Shah  Suri,  an  enlightened  ruler,  who  introduced  a stand- 
ard silver  coinage  and  thereafter  in  1835  the  British  issued  standard 
coins  to  the  great  relief  of  the  public  and  the  traders.  We  hope 
that  this  list  will  enable  you  to  distinguish  between  the  different 
gold  coins  and  later  on  we  shall  publish  a list  of  the  silver  coins. 


Gold  Mohurs 


Weight  % of  Gold  Pure  Gold 

in  Gms . in  Coin  in  Grammes 


Ahmed  Shah 
Akbar 


Ala-ud-din 
Aurangzeb  (plain) 


Aurangabad 
Alamgir  II 
Akbar  II 
Assam 


Benaras 
Bahadur  Shah 
Bhopal 
Burhanpur 

Delhi  (Khu j istah-buniad) 
Dacca  (Islamabad) 
Farrukhabad 


Uu  L • • • 

" Jaljalali 


average 


old 


Sanh  5 to  51 
Agra 
Etwah 
Delhi 
Lahore 
Surat 


13.413 

10.303 

12.091 

10.614 

10.789 

10.930 

10.905 

10.497 

10.899 

10.863 

10.860 

11.028 

10.670 

10.841 

10.795 

11.242 

11.210 

10.914 

10.909 

10.554 

11.003 

10.730 

10.905 

10.740 


85.1 
100.0 
100.0 

94.5 

94.2 

100.0 

98.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

94.5 

100.0 

100.0 

99.2 

100.0 

70.0 

81.0 

96.9 

97.4 

96.4 

100.0 

95.8 

99.2 

91.7 


11.415 

10.303 

12.091 

10.031 

10.167 

10.930 

10.686 

10.497 

10.899 

10.863 

10.263 

11.028 

10.670 

10.754 

10.795 

7.869 

9.080 

10.576 

10.625 

10.463 

11.003 

10.283 

10.812 

9.781 
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Weight 

% of  Gold 

Gold  Mohurs 

in  Gms . 

in  Coin 

Farukh-siyar 

10.842 

96.4 

Hyderabad 

11.157 

96.1 

Jalal-ud-din 

10.614 

94.5 

Jahangir 

10.815 

100.0 

Jahandar  Shah 

10.837 

100.0 

Jaipur  (Jharshahi) 

11.339 

93.7 

" Sanh  8 ... 

10.795 

100.0 

" Sanh  22  . . . 

10.893 

100.0 

" Sanh  23  . . . 

10.882 

100.0 

" Sanh  24  . . . 

10.894 

100.0 

Sawai  Madhopur 

10.892 

99.2 

Kotah  Sanh  1 to  18 

10.826 

95.8 

" Sanh  19  . . . 

10.803 

98.2 

Lucknow  (AWADH) . . . 

10.756 

99.2 

Multan 

10.922 

99.3 

Mohammad  Shah 

10.829 

96.9 

Poona 

10.338 

100.0 

Patna  ... 

11.061 

99.7 

Peshawar 

10.627 

56.7 

Jahangir  (Zodiac) 

10.854 

95.1 

Surat 

11.534 

91.7 

Sagar 

10.672 

92.2 

Srinagar  (Kashmir) 

10.773 

98.0 

Shah  Jahan 

10.886 

99.8 

(Chaha ryari) 

10.899 

99.8 

(Lozenge  Shield) 

10.729 

99.5 

Shah  Alam 

12.328 

98.2 

Taimur  Shah 

10.847 

95.1 

Ujjain 

10.815 

98.5 

Gold  Pagoda,  Hun  or  Varha 

Anandrai 

3.399 

71.1 

Haidar  Ali  (Bangalore) 

3.425 

81.0 

Bahaduri 

3.415 

84.6 

Dharwar 

3.273 

76.0 

Darbari 

3.274 

81.0 

Gurgi  Pagoda 

3.340 

82.3 

Farruka  (Kalicut) 

3.427 

85.7 

Harpanhali  (Old) 

3.289 

76.8 

" (New) 

3.311 

79.2 

Ikkeri  (Old) 

3.395 

81.5 

(New) 

3.402 

84.4 

Jamshahi 

3.369 

84.4 

Muhammad  Shahi  (Old) 

3.274 

79.4 

" " (New) 

2.935 

75.0 

Naidi 

3.421 

84.4 

Pedatola 

3.402 

84.9 

Paliampat  Pagoda 

3.356 

55.2 

Pulkbandur 

3.337 

85.4 

Sadaki  (double) . . . 

6.852 

85.4 

Sat  ta  r i ... 

3.240 

76.0 

Shir  Khani 

3.207 

94.4 

Sravanur  ... 

3.269 

82.6 

Subari  (1/2  Pagoda) 

1.697 

86.2 

Pure  Gold 
in  Grammes 

10.452 

10.786 

10.030 

10.815 

10.837 

10.625 

10.795 

10.893 
10.882 

10.894 
10.806 
10.372 
10.609 
10.642 
10.836 
10.493 
10.338 
11.028 

5.962 

10.321 

10.576 

9.839 

10.557 

10.864 

10.877 

10.675 

12.106 

10.316 

10.652 


2.417 

2.776 

2.889 

2.488 

2.651 

2.748 

2.938 

2.525 

2.622 

2.767 

2.871 

2.843 

2.599 

2.201 

2.888 

2.888 

1.853 

2.849 

5.852 

2.462 
2.707 
2.700 

1.463 
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Weight 

% of  Gold 

Pure  Gold 

Gold  Pagoda,  Hun  or  Varha 

in  Gms . 

in  Coin 

in  Grammes 

Sultani 

3.395 

84.7 

2.875 

Travancore 

3.304 

81.8 

2.702 

Venkatapati 

3.354 

66.0 

2.213 

Gold  Fanams 

Aparanj 

0.173 

89.6 

0.156 

Arialur 

0.346 

43.7 

0.150 

Chakri 

0.344 

25.0 

0.086 

Contrai 

0.379 

58.3 

0.220 

Gatti 

0.349 

44.3 

0.154 

Gulgi 

0.364 

48.9 

0.178 

Gopali  (Old) 

0.333 

22.9 

0.076 

(New) 

0.333 

25.0 

0.083 

Kliam  or  Kali 

0.352 

35.4 

0.125 

Panchkol 

0.363 

46 . 6 

0.169 

Salem 

0.303 

27.9 

0.084 

Suli 

0.333 

25.0 

0.083 

Tan j ore 

0.353 

29.1 

0.103 

Viraraya 

0.379 

46.6 

0.176 

Wodiar 

0.352 

43.7 

0.154 

FOREIGN  COINS  IN  CIRCULATION  IN 

INDIA  DURING 

THAT  PERIOD 

- GOLD  COINS 

Doubloon  - Spanish 

26.989 

89.6 

24.182 

" - 1786  to  1826 

27.021 

87.0 

23.508 

" - Chili  - 1823 

27.021 

87.3 

23.587 

- Columbia  - 1826 

27.021 

84.4 

22.750 

- Peru 

27.021 

87.0 

23.508 

Ducat  - Dutch 

3.473 

98.2 

3.403 

Guinea  - English 

8.391 

91.7 

7.695 

Sovereign  - English 

7.986 

91.7 

7.323 

Franc  - French 

6.452 

90.0 

5.806 

Johannese  - Portugal 

14.418 

91.4 

13.178 

Moidore  - Portugal 

8.035 

91.7 

7.367 

Sequin  - Venetian 

3.395 

99.7 

3.385 

Toman  - Persian 

4.730 

96.1 

4.545 

Copang  - Japan  (Old) 

16.690 

85.5 

15.124 

" " (New) 

13.073 

66.7 

8.720 

********************************************************************* 


TAKE  LIFE  A LITTLE  EASIER 

by  Gabriel  A.  Grams , Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada,  NI  #1152 

A mint  employee  named  Blaise 

One  day  asked  his  boss  for  a raise. 

His  boss  , a quick  wit 
Told  him  to  "stick  it" 

And  thus  he  had  COINED  a new  phrase. 
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NUMISMATIC  NOTES  - SWITZERLAND,  LIECHTENSTEIN,  AUSTRIA,  YUGOSLAVIA 
AND  WEST  GERMANY  - 1978  


by  W.  A.  Haskell } Klein  Beiberau,  Germany , NI  tfLM-15 

Following  fall  1978  tours  of  western  and  northern  European  countries, 
we  determined  to  visit  some  of  south  central  Europe.  A swing  of  2800 
kilometers  took  us  from  Germany  through  Switzerland,  including  Zurich 
and  St.  Gallen,  to  Vaduz,  Liechtenstein,  then  east  into  Austria  and 
south  over  the  Gross  Glockner  Alpen  Pass  (in  a September  snowstorm) , 
via  Klagenfurt  south  into  Yugoslavia  including  Bled,  Ljuljana  and 
Maribor,  then  back  into  Austria  south  of  Graz,  north  to  the  Danube 
near  Linz,  with  a visit  to  the  nearby  former  Concentration  Camp  Maut- 
hausen, and  back  to  Germany  by  way  of  Passau,  Straubing  and  Regensberg . 

Some  observations  on  current  numismatics  follow. 

The  most  common  Swiss  banknote  encountered  was  the  10  Franken  (P-174), 
probably  followed  by  20  and  50  Franken  (P-175,  P-176) . Circulating 
Swiss  coins  are  1 and  2 bronze  centimes  (Y54-55)  , and  the  1/2,  1 and 
2 Francs  in  copper-nickel  (Y30a,  31a,  32a).  Swiss  coins  and  banknotes 
seemed  invariably  fresh  and  clean,  like  the  country  and  people.  Swiss 
border  formalities  are  on  a par  with  other  western  countries,  involving 
little  more  than  a casual  glance  at  passports  and  a courteous  wave 
onwards . 

The  Principality  of  Liechtenstein,  located  in  central  Europe  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  Rhine  between  Austria  and  Switzerland,  has  a monetary, 
postal,  telegraph  and  customs  union  with  Switzerland;  and  border  points 
are  manned  by  Swiss  customs  officials.  However,  although  Swiss  money 
is  used,  Liechtenstein  does  issue  its  own  stamps  for  which  it  is  justly 
famous  in  philatelic  circles.  Again,  informality  was  the  order  of  the 
day  and  we  were  quickly  waved  through  at  the  frontier.  However,  prices 
were  not  in  the  least  conducive  to  lingering!  A single  German  10  Mark 
note  (about  5 dollars  US  at  current  exchange  rates)  changed  at  the  bank 
only  produced  enough  Swiss  Francs  to  purchase  6 postcards  and  stamps 
to  mail  them,  with  about  20  Centimes  left  over.  We  quickly  returned 
to  Austria! 

Banknotes  and  coins  in  circulation  in  Austria  have  not  changed  sub- 
stantially since  1974  when  the  last  silver  coinage  was  withdrawn  and 
replaced  by  coins  struck  in  copper-nickel.  Coins  most  frequently  en- 
countered are  the  10  Groschen  in  aluminum  (Y90) , 50  Groschen  (Y103) 
and  1 Schilling  (Y104)  in  aluminum-bronze,  and  5 and  10  Schillings 
(Y106a,  YA99) , both  in  copper-nickel.  Silver  content  coins  are  no 
longer  in  circulation,  normally,  except  commemorative  silver  coins 
of  the  50  and  100  Schilling  denominations  are  sometimes  received  in 
change,  especially  at  banks. 

The  banknotes  in  circulation  are  20  Schillings  (P-142),  1000  Schillings 
(P-143),  100  Schillings  (P-144)  and  50  Schillings  (P-145),  and  all  are 
frequently  encountered  in  from  extremely  fine  to  uncirculated  condition 
indicating  they  are  frequently  replaced  by  the  Finance  Ministry. 

The  Loiblpass  tunnel  leading  from  Austria  south  to  the  Yugoslavia  fron- 
tier is  modern,  well-lighted,  and  saves  many  kilometers  of  hazardous 
mountain  driving.  We  learned  later  that  it  was  constructed  largely  by 
Mauthausen  concentration  camp  prisoners  during  the  war  years. 
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The  Yugoslavian  frontier  post  of  the  Province  of  Slovania  is  modern, 
efficient  and  conspicuous  by  the  absence  of  the  usual  accourtements 
of  many  other  East  Bloc  countries  such  as  barbed  wire,  searchlights, 
barricades  and  machine  guns.  The  customs  official  took  our  passports 
and  waved  us  out  of  line,  saying  we  would  have  about  a ten  minute  wait 
for  gratis  visas.  Moments  later  we  were  courteously  handed  our  pass- 
ports duly  stamped  and  casually  waved  on  our  way.  Banking  facilities 
at  the  frontier  readily  exchanged  our  Austrian  currency  into  Yugoslavian 
Dinars  without  formality  or  difficulty. 

The  coins  circulating  in  Yugoslavia  most  frequently  encountered  were 
5,  10,  20  and  50  Para  (Y38-41)  struck  in  aluminum-bronze  and  1 Dinar 
and  2 Dinara  (YA45,  Y45)  in  copper-nickel.  All  dates  observed  were 
comparatively  recent  including  two  10  Para  coins  dated  1978!  The  only 
banknotes  encountered  were  5,  10  and  20  Dinar  (P-81,  P-82,  P-85),  all 
of  which  showed  the  ravages  of  long  circulation. 

On  our  exit  from  Yugoslavia  no  formality  was  observed  and  no  exit  stamp 
was  added  to  our  visas.  We  were  merely  waved  through  with  a cursory 
glance  at  the  proffered  documentation.  Austrian  border  guards  also 
subscribe  to  the  current  informality.  Only  West  German  border  guards 
are  relatively  formal  and  both  to  check  documents,  largely  because  of 
terrorist  activity  in  the  Federal  Republic. 

Since  our  return  route  brought  us  back  into  Germany,  a brief  note  con- 
cerning current  numismatics  there  may  be  in  order  at  this  point.  Coins 
in  circulation  include  the  bronze-clad-steel  1 Pfennig  (Y105),  2 Pfennig 
(Y106a) , 5 Pfennig  (Y107),  10  Pfennig  (Y108)  and  the  copper-nickel  50 
Pfennig  (Y109)  and  1 Mark  (Y110)  . These  are  probably  the  most  common 
coins  encountered  in  circulation,  followed  by  the  5 Mark  copper-nickel 
(Y139).  Occasionally,  the  1,  5,  10  and  50  Pfennig  coins  (Y101-104)  of 
1948-50  show  up  in  pocket  change.  Dates  in  a sample  of  pocket  change 
can  range  from  1950  through  1977  in  all  the  lower  denominations.  No 
1978  dates  have  been  observed  yet  this  year,  although  they  have  been 
reported.  All  silver  content  coinage  has  been  withdrawn  and  the  2 Mark 
(YA117  & Y117)  do  not  seem  to  appear  as  frequently  as  in  former  times. 

A new  2 Mark  coin  has  been  reported  to  being  currently  entering  cir- 
culation but  none  have  been  observed  so  far  this  year. 

Banknotes  currently  in  circulation  include  5,  10,  20,  50  and  100  DM 
(P-25-29)  and  all  are  dated  1970.  The  previous  issued  dated  1960  with 
different  signatures  and  legal  penalty  have  all  been  withdrawn  and  now 
bring  a premium  in  uncirculated  condition.  Also,  the  5 DM  (P-25)  note 
seems  to  be  fast  disappearing  from  circulation  and  not  being  replaced. 

A new  series  with  new  signature  varieties  dated  1977  began  appearing 
this  year  including  the  20,  50  and  100  DM  denominations.  These  are, 
as  yet,  unlisted  by  Pick. 

********************************************************************** 
EDITOR'S  CORNER 


Only  one  time  out  of  the  past  eight  months  has  the  MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 
been  used  to  its  capacity.  We  urge  you  to  use  this  page  as  most  that 
use  it  report  good  results.  It  is  FREE  to  all  NI  members  with  about 
the  only  restriction  is  no  "FOR  SALE"  type  notices  will  be  printed. 
Research  type  notices  are  given  priority  if  the  page  is  fully  used. 
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NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS 


(The  catalog  numbers  assigned  to  new  issue  listings  published  here  are 
supplied  by  special  arrangement  with  CURRENT  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD,  pub- 
lished and  copyrighted  by  Western  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.,  Whitman  Coin 
Products,  Racine,  Wise.,  USA.  No  further  use  of  these  numbers  in  any 
other  publications  is  authorized.) 

* Collectors'  Coins 


CAYMAN  ISLANDS 

* Y23  50  Dollars  1978,  Silver,  Coronation  Anniv.  legend  on  Reverse 

* Y29  100  Dollars  1978,  Gold,  Coronation  Anniv.  legend  on  Reverse 

(Note:  These  have  been  renumbered  from  Y12a-13a  as  reported 

in  the  January  1978  issue  listings.) 

HONG  KONG 

* Y40  1000  Dollars  1978,  .9167  Gold  (28.4mm),  Year  of  the  Goat 

MADAGASCAR 

* Y6  10  Ariary  1978,  .925  Silver  (26.5mm),  Currency  Reform 

* Y7  20  Ariary  1978,  .925  Silver  (30.5mm),  Currency  Reform 

PERU 

Y75a  10  Soles  1978,  Bronze  (24.5mm),  Regular  Issue 
Y86  5 Soles  1978,  Bronze  (22.5mm),  Regular  Issue 

POLAND 

* Y96  100  Zlotych  1978,  .625  Silver  (32mm),  The  Beaver 

Y97  20  Zlotych  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (29mm),  First  Polish  Cosmonaut 

SAN  MARINO 

* Y75  1 Scudo  1978,  .9167  Gold  (16mm),  Miss  Liberta 

* Y76  2 Scudi  1978,  .9167  Gold  (22mm),  Miss  Liberta 

SAUDI  ARABIA 

Y41  100  Halala  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (30mm),  Second  F.A.0.  Coinage 

SOLOMON  ISLANDS 

* Y7  5 Dollars  1977-78,  .925  Silver  (proof) 

* Y7a  5 Dollars  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (40mm) 

* Y8  5 Dollars  1978,  .925  Silver  (37.8mm),  25th  Anniv.  of  Coronation 

* Y9  100  Dollars  1978,  .900  Gold  (27mm),  Attainment  of  Sovereignty 

(Note:  The  5 Dollar  coins  have  been  renumbered.  It  is  not 

clear  what  the  new  number  of  the  $50  1977  reported  October 
1978  will  be.  Perhaps  this  will  be  clarified  soon.) 

SURINAM 

Y3a  5 Cents  1976,  Aluminum 
TOKELAU 

* Y1  1 Dollar  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (38mm) 

* Yla  1 Dollar  1978,  Silver  (38mm) 

TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO  - (Obverse  with  "Republic  of"  in  legend) 

Yl7a  1 Cent  1976-78,  Bronze 
Y18a  5 Cents  1976-78,  Bronze 
Y19a  10  Cents  1976-78,  Cupro-Nickel 

Y20a  25  Cents  1976-78,  Cupro-Nickel 

Y21a  50  Cents  1976-78,  Cupro-Nickel 

Y22a  1 Dollar  1976-78,  Cupro-Nickel 

Y8c  5 Dollars  1976-78,  Cupro-Nickel 
Y23c  10  Dollars  1976-78,  Cupro-Nickel 
Y8b  5 Dollars  1976-78,  Silver 
Y23b  10  Dollars  1976-78,  Silver 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Only  coins  grading  FINE  or  better  are  being  listed  in  this  continuing 
inventory  of  the  NI  Reference  Collection.  Members  desiring  to  borrow 
coins  from  the  collection  for  research  purposes , lecture  use , non- 
competitive displays,  or  any  other  reasons,  may  do  so  by  paying  post- 
age and  insurance  both  directions.) 

(Coins  in  the  collection  which  are  UNCIRCULATED  are  underlined . ) 

BAHAMAS:  Y1  - 1966,  1968;  Y2  - 1966,  1969;  Y3  - 1966,  1969;  Y5  - 1966, 

1969;  Y6  - 1966;  Y7  - 1966;  Y9  - 1966;  Y14  - 1973RM;  Y16  - 1973; 

Y21  - 1971. 

BAHRAIN:  Y5  - 1965;  Y9  - 1969. 

BANGLADESH:  Y1  - 1973. 

BARBADOS:  Cl  - 1788;  Y1  - 1973;  Y2  - 1973;  Y3  - 1973;  Y4  - 1973;  Y5  - 

1973;  Y6  - 1973;  Y7a  -1973;  Y8a  - 1973. 

BELGIUM:  Y2  - 1876;  Y26  - 1921;  Y26a  - 1926;  Y27  - 1933;  Y30  - 1930, 

1932;  Y30a  - 1933;  Y36a  - 1934;  Y38  - 1915,  1916;  Y39  - 1916;  Y40  - 
1916;  Y41  - 1918;  Y43  - 1938;  Y43a  - 1939;  Y44  - 1938,  1939;  Y44a 
- 1938;  Y45  - 1939;  Y45a  - 1939,  1940;  Y46  - 1938  (with  edge  ltrg.); 
Y46a  - 1939  (crown);  Y51  - 1941;  Y51a  - 1942;  Y52  - 1941;  Y52a  - 
1945;  Y53  - 1942,  1946;  Y53a  - 1943,  1944;  Y54  - 1941,  1942,  1943; 
Y54a  - 1942,  1944;  Y55  - 1941,  1943,  1944,  1945;  Y55a  - 1941;  Y56  - 
1944;  Y57  - 1950,  1951,  1952,  1955,  1958,  1959,  1961,  1962,  1963 , 

1964,  1965,  1966,  1967,  1968,  1969,  1970,  1972,  1974,  1975,  1976, 

1977;  Y57a  - 1951,  1952,  1953,  1956,  1957,  1958,  1960,  1963,  1964, 


1965,  1966, 

1967  , 

1968, 

1969,  1970, 

1971, 

1972, 

1974, 

1975, 

1976; 

Y58  - 1949, 

1950, 

1958, 

1962,  1963, 

1964, 

1965, 

1966, 

1967, 

1968, 

1973,  1974, 

1975, 

1976; 

Y58a  - 1949, 

1950 

, 1961 

, 1962 

, 1967 

, 1969, 

1971,  1974, 

1975; 

Y59  - 

1950;  Y62  - 

1953, 

1957, 

1958, 

1959, 

1963  ; 

Y62a  - 1954,  1960;  Y63  - 1953,  1958,  1959,  1965,  1966,  1967,  1968, 

1969,  1975;  Y63a  - 1953,  1954,  1958,  1964,  1965,  1966,  1967,  1969, 

1970;  Y66  - 1964;  Y66a  - 1964,  1966,  1969;  Y67  - 1969,  1970,  1972, 

1973,  1974;  Y67a  - 1971,  1972,  1976. 

BELIZE  - BRITISH  HONDURAS:  Y16  - 1943,  1944,  1945,  1947;  Y17  - 1939; 

Y18  - 1943;  Y19  - 1949,  1950,  1951;  Y21  - 1952;  Y22  - 1954;  Y23  - 

1958,  1961,  1964,  1965,  1968,  1969,  1972;  Y24  - 1957,  1962,  1968, 

1969;  Y25  - 1961,  1963,  1970;  Y26  - 1962,  1968,  1971,  1972;  Y27  - 

1954,  1964. 

BERMUDA:  Cl  - 1793;  Y2  - 1964,  Y3  - 1970,  1971;  Y4  - 1970;  Y5  - 1970; 

Y6  - 1970. 

BHUTAN:  Y4a  - 1950. 

BOLIVIA:  Y61a  - 1885F.E.;  YA63a  - 1896E.S.;  Y75  - 1909;  Y76  - 1897, 

1907;  Y80  - 1904;  Y83  - 1935;  Y84  - 1939;  Y85  - 1937;  Y88  - 1939; 

Y89  - 1942;  Y90  - 1942;  Y91  - 1942;  Y91a  - 1942;  Y92  - 1951,  1951H, 
1951KN ; Y93  - 1951,  1951H;  Y94  - 1951;  Y95  - 1965;  Y96  - 1965,  1971; 
Y97  - 1965;  Y98  - 1965,  1974;  Y100  - 1969;  Y101  - 1972;  Y105  - 1976. 

BRAZIL:  C170  - 1869;  C171  - 1873;  C173  - 1885;  C175  - 1888;  C176  - 1886; 

C191  - 1856;  C193  - 1858;  C194  - 1854;  C200  - 1888;  C201  - 1889; 

Y1  - 1889,  1893,  1901;  Y2  - 1900;  Y3  - 1898;  Y4  - 1894;  Y9  - 1900; 
Y12  - 1901;  Y13  - 1901;  Y14  - 1901;  Y15  - 1906;  Y17  - 1907;  Y21  - 
1913A;  Y22  - 1913A;  Y27  - 1919,  1920;  Y28  - 1918;  Y29  - 1925,  1930. 
(Brazil  - To  be  continued  next  month) 


64 


BOOK  REVIEWS 

PAPIERGELD  LEXIKON , by  Albert  Pick,  416pp,  hard  cover,  illus.  Publish 
ed  by:  Verlagsgruppe  Bertelsmann  GmbH,  Mosaik,  Munich,  1978.  Avail- 
able from:  Siidverlag  E.  Greiner  OHG,  Abt.  Versandbuchhandlung , 

Fangelsbachstr . 32,  Postfach  1066,  7000  Stuttgart  1,  Germany.  DM  68. 

If  the  universally  recognized  respected  foremost  authority  on  world 
paper  money  and  curator  of  the  world's  largest  and  best  known  paper 
money  collection  were  to  compile  his  vast  knowledge  into  a single  vol- 
ume, the  results  would  be  comparable  to  Encyclopedia  Britanica  or 
Americana  for  paper  money.  In  PAPIERFELD  LEXIKON  that  is  exactly  what 
has  happened!  Herr  Albert  Pick,  worthy  successor  to  the  great  Dr. 
Arnold  Keller,  has  produced  an  encyclopedia  on  paper  money  that  will 
stand  as  a landmark  alongside  his  World  Paper  Money  catalog.  It  is 
rare  indeed  so  much  information  is  packed  into  a single  reference 
volume.  Not  one  word  is  wasted  in  thousands  of  concise  entries,  yet 
the  boundless  wealth  of  information  has  incredible  content  and  detail. 

Printed  on  excellent  quality  paper  in  highly  visible  type  with  super- 
ior quality  binding,  the  Lexikon's  alphabetical  listings  are  made  all 
the  more  valuable  by  a simple,  skillfully  devised  cross  reference 
system,  the  interjection  of  an  arrow  following  the  bold-faced  title, 
leading  the  researcher  immediately  to  a list  of  bibliography,  prob- 
ably the  most  complete  ever  compiled  on  paper  money,  and  referenced 
clearly  and  concisely  at  the  end  of  each  topic  entry. 

Other  inclusions  of  singular  value  are  tables  of  present  and  former 
monetary  systems  of  the  world,  an  excellent  world  map  in  color  inside 
the  front  cover  to  orient  the  reader  lost  in  the  recent  proliferation 
of  new  countries,  and  profuse,  very  high  quality  illustrations.  The 
center  of  the  volume  is  graced  by  eight  pages  of  very  handsome  illus- 
trations of  world  bank  notes  and  the  text  contains  strategically  lo- 
cated numerous  illustrations  of  notes  (many  rare  or  scarce  issues 
from  Herr  Pick's  collection  at  the  Bayer ische  Hypotheken  und  Wechsel 
Bank) . Pertinent  photographs  of  banking  facilities  and  people  im- 
portant to  paper  money  and  banking  are  also  included  and  interspersed 
throughout  the  book.  Notgeld  and  emergency  issues  are  covered  in 
great  detail  as  are  counterfeits  and  counterfeiting. 

Regretably,  for  the  large  paper  money  collecting  fraternity  in  English 
speaking  countries,  the  text  is  in  German.  However,  as  with  many  of 
Herr  Pick's  other  books,  early  recognition  of  the  book's  importance 
will  encourage  it's  early  translation.  Nonetheless,  anyone  knowing 
a modicum  of  German  and  armed  with  a good  dictionary  can  make  good 
use  of  the  book. 


Reviewed  by  W.  A.  Haskell 


Numismatic  Chronicle,  Vol.  138,  1978. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  technical  publications  in  the  field  of  numis- 
matics in  the  English  language,  so  it  may  not  come  the  way  of  many 
ordinary  collectors.  There  are  15  studies  on  different  areas  of  coins 
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though  nothing  in  the  Indian  or  Islamic  fields.  There  are  seven 
short  notes. 

For  Roman  coin  collectors  there  is  a short  and  excellent  article  by 
Philip  Hill,  well  illustrated,  on  the  issues  of  Severus  and  his  sons. 
A very  technical  study,  which  points  up  the  importance  of  the  preser- 
vation of  some  types  of  hoards.  It  is  on  the  Woodeaton  Hoard,  first 
studied  as  far  back  as  1931.  It  deals  with  the  hoard  as  a whole  and 
the  problem  of  Constantinian  imitations  (AD  330-341) . As  this  is  a 
prolific  period  for  the  small  Roman  Ae  series,  anyone  interested  in 
them  should  be  sure  to  read  the  article.  There  are  5 plates  of  ex- 
cellent illustrations,  some  148  of  the  odd  1550  coins. 

For  Palestine  or  Judaica  collectors  there  is  an  article  on  the  Judaea 
Capta  coins  of  Vespasian  and  Titus.  Two  other  articles  also  deal 
with  coinage  of  the  eastern  Mediterranean  - coinage  of  the  Latin 
Kingdom  in  Jerusalem  and  a study  of  the  coinage  of  Raymond  III  of 
Tripoli  (1184-86). 

For  Byzantine  collectors  there  are  three  articles,  the  Refah  hoard 
of  sixth-century  folles;  the  mid-13th  century  coinage  of  Thessalonica 
from  a new  hoard;  and  the  method  of  striking  scyphate  coins,  again 
from  a study  of  a 13th  century  hoard.  These  three  hoards  again  point 
up  the  great  importance  of  the  detailed  study  of  hoards  of  the  more 
difficult  coins,  and  of  their  preservation  for  future  scholars  to 
study  when  information  and  knowledge  is  even  more  advanced.  There 
are  excellent  plates  and  diagrams  for  all  three. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


THE  CATALOG  AND  GUIDEBOOK  OF  SOUTHEAST  ASIAN  COINS  AND  CURRENCY , 

VOLUME  I,  FRANCE , by  Howard  A.  Daniel  III.  144pp,  illus.  Published 
by  BNR  Press,  Box  157,Ibrtage,  Ohio  43451.  Available  from  numismatic 
book  dealers  around  the  world.  $17.50  US. 

This  new  release,  just  published  by  BNR  Press,  is  a detailed  study  of 
the  numismatics  of  Southeast  Asia  under  French  influence  1859-1953. 

The  coins  and  paper  money  of  French 
Cochinchina,  French  Indochina,  French 
Cambodia,  French  Laos,  French  Vietnam, 
Thailand  and  the  Netherlands  East  Indies 
are  covered.  The  book  is  divided  into  two 
major  sections,  catalog  and  guidebook. 

The  catalog  section  lists  by  catalog 
number  each  of  the  issues  of  the  seven 
colonies,  protectorates  and  areas  merging 
the  coin  and  paper  money  listings  by 
series  as  they  were  used  rather  than 
dividing  them  by  paper  and  metalic 
medium.  Each  type  and  denomination  is 
assigned  a catalog  number.  The  section 
for  each  area  begins  with  a historic 
introduction  including  maps,  numismatic 
and  economic  information.  The  listings 
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then  give  detailed  information  of  interest  to  collectors.  Descriptions 
for  coins  include  metalic  content,  edge  type,  design  description  and 
minting  information.  Also  included  are  size  and  weight  dimensions. 
Paper  money  listings  include  color,  paper,  printing  specifications  and 
signature  data.  For  most  issues  the  facing  page  features  illustrations 
of  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  pieces  listed.  Nearly  300  illus- 
trations are  included.  Many  of  these  illustrations  have  never  been 
published  before,  especially  the  reverses  which  are  often  neglected  in 
numismatic  references.  In  some  cases  the  pieces  are  not  known  in  any 
collection  or  were  not  available  for  illustration.  In  these  cases  an 
artists  conception  of  the  piece  is  included.  No  prices  are  given  in 
the  catalog  section  but  rarity  is  estimated  on  a scale  of  1 through  9 
as  described  by  the  author  in  the  introduction. 

The  guidebook  section  lists  complete  date  information  for  each  of  the 
types  listed  in  the  catalog.  For  most  issues  the  quantity  minted  or 
printed  is  given.  In  some  cases  these  figures  are  estimates  though 
this  fact  is  clearly  indicated.  In  the  case  of  paper  money,  informa- 
tion on  observed  serial  number  ranges  is  included.  Each  type  and 
variety  is  priced  in  very  fine  condition. 

The  book  is  the  second  edition  of  Volume  I of  a planned  series  of 
detailed  books  on  Southeast  Asian  numismatics.  Howard  Daniel  is  a 
dedicated  numismatist  having  worked  on  this  volume  for  thirteen  years. 
Volume  II  of  the  planned  series  is  scheduled  for  late  1979.  The  first 
edition  of  Volume  I was  a limited  production  of  only  100  copies  pub- 
lished by  the  author  in  1975. 


Reviewed  by  the  Publisher 


THE  PAPER  MONEY  OF  THE  E.  A.  WRIGHT  BANK  NOTE  COMPANY , by  Fred  Schwan. 
32pp,  illus.  Published  by  BNR  Press,  Box  157,  Portage,  Ohio  43451. 
Available  from  numismatic  book  dealers  around  the  world.  $3.95  US. 

This  monograph  describes  the  central  bank  issues  printed  by  the  E.  A. 
Wright  Bank  Note  Company.  Even  though  the  company  was  in  business 

from  1872-1965  its  major  security 
printing  business  was  in  the  U.  S. 
financial  area.  Only  during  World  War 
II  did  its  business  include  printing 
paper  money  for  foreign  governments. 

The  company  printed  a total  of  twenty- 
one  notes  for  French  Guiana,  French 
West  Africa,  Guadeloupe,  Martinique 
and  Morocco.  In  the  introduction 
the  author  states  that  these  21  pieces 
include  some  of  the  rarest  of  all 
government  issues  of  the  20th  century. 

The  monograph  begins  with  introductory 
material  including  a preface  by  the 
author  and  a history  of  the  company. 

The  history  includes  portraits  of  the 
three  generations  of  Ernest  Wright's 
to  lead  the  company  and  a photograph 
of  the  original  E.  A.  Wright  plant. 
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The  Paper  Money 
of  the 

E.  A .Wright 
Bank  Note  Company 


The  author  states  that  the  real  worth  of  the  publication  is  the  illus- 
trations which  take  up  the  bulk  of  the  content.  Each  of  the  21  notes 
is  fully  illustrated  both  face  and  back. 

The  booklet  concludes  with  a one  page  price  listing  for  the  various 
issues.  In  addition  to  the  prices  this  feature  includes  catalog  num- 
bers of  the  issues  assigned  by  the  two  major  catalogs  which  also  list 
these  issues.  The  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Paper  Money  by  Albert  Pick 
and  World  War  II  Military  Currency  by  Schwan  and  Joseph  Boling  publish- 
ed recently  by  the  BNR  Press. 


Reviewed  by  the  Publisher 


NOTGELD  NEWSLETTER  No.  10,  published  by  Dwight  Musser,  Box  305,  Ridge 
Manor,  FL  33525. 

This  issue  of  NN  deals  with  "notgeld  families",  or  specific  groups  of 
notgeld  produced  by  the  same  designer  or  printing  firm.  It  is  the 
first  of  this  type  information  to  be  published  and  should  be  of  interest 
to  all  collectors  of  paper  notgeld. 

Designers  covered  include  Heinz  Schiestl,  Georg  Kotschau,  Franz  Jiittner, 
Alfred  Hanf  and  Max  Bechstein,  among  others.  Printing  firms  mentioned 
consist  of  Fleming-Wiskott , Geb.  Parcus  and  Kreis  Hoxter. 

Interested  persons  should  contact  the  author  and  publisher. 

Submitted  by  the  Publisher 

:':-,\  ***********  **  *****************  ********  ******  *************  *********** 

MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Gabriel  A.  Grams,  Box  415.1,  Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada,  T6E  4T2: 

AUSTRIAN  NOTGELD  wanted:  Jaksch/Pick  ref.  //  32a,  32b,  43a-d , 101, 

206a-f , 207a-b,  209a-h , 592a-b,  690a-b,  819.  Also  wanted  tokens, 
medals,  POW  money  of  Braunau  am  Inn,  Upper  Austria.  Send  description. 

Ed.  King,  P.  0.  Box  6772,  Charleston,  W.  Va.  25302:  HELP!  From  any- 

one "out  there".  The  Greek  coin  5 Drachmai , 1930,  Y35  was  minted  in 
London  and  Brussels.  K-M's  Standard  Catalog  identifies  them  thusly: 
London  - one  berry  with  dot.  Brussels  - two  berries  with  dots. 

Will  someone  please  direct  me?  (I'm  sure  Phoenix  isn't  sitting  on  them.) 

Gary  G.  Ascher,  140  W.  Pearl,  Apt.  304,  Owatonna,  MN  55060:  New  member 

of  NI  wants  tokens  from  all  countries.  All  types  wanted.  Write  first. 

Philip  Mernick,  34  Campbell  Road,  London  E3,  England:  I am  trying  to 

obtain  a copy  of  Catalog  of  the  Rouyer  Collection  of  Jetons  in  the 
Bibliotheque  National,  by  Henri  de  la  Tour,  2 volumes,  Paris.  If  you 
have  a copy  or  know  of  someone  who  has  a copy  of  this  very  hard  to  ob- 
tain work,  please  let  me  know. 
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